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Epistemological Significance of Xiang
and Shu in the Book of Changes
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Abstract: Xiang and Shu are the basic elements of Yi Studies, which have many connotations and need to

be understood to a philosophical level. The relationship between them, from the ephemeral state, there are

two views: xiang produces shu, or shu produces xiang; and from the common state, the relationship between

xiang and number can be portrayed through the paired categories of odd and even, constant and change, motion

and static, body and use, yin and yang. In both aspects, the relationship between xiang and number is both

opposing and unified. Xiang and shu are epistemological tools in the Book of Changes, It’ s main points,
firstly is to pay attention to Ji(sprout), and the second is to be open—minded, use the real xiang and the
the theory of xiang and shu in Yi Studies has distinctive natural

real shu to gain the truth. In a word,

philosophical color and unique epistemological connotation, and has a strong relationship with logic and
mathematics, worthy of more in—depth study
epistemology

Keywords: the book of changes, xiang, shu, philosophy,
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Understand Na Yin Thoroughly: Next Plague
Year is Year of Yi Mao (2035)
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CAEAET KR, SRATRRIITIINE O (2019) FONPIREE, JF

HFE LANTRFEDA 6 DMPIUEE, RIOVFER. THL 2R, BB, O BXF. SSHERIEN B0 THETATE)
FELZER], B NIRRT LB B B NRGE AR, BT LUENERUE, BB UEEAER R,
ASCAESCHR (1] SRR R ERIR R T, SEME IATIR AN R, Bk TUTINE, BIE 730 (1] W28, &
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Abstract:The literature [1] developed the methodology to predict plague years by using the criteria
Gang Rou Shi Shou

Ji Hai (2019) as a plague year successfully in advance. Moreover,

of Six Yao Evaluating Ping Qi, and Three Years Change Plague. It forecasted the year of
it concluded that 60 years as one Jia Zi
Gui Si , Ji Hai,

it ignored the difference in strength of the five elements of Na Yin, which resulted

would have at least six plague years, in the order of years of Xin Wei, Ding Chou, Gui Wei,

and Gui Hai. However,
in some errors when predicting the future plague years. Building upon the theoretical system of Six Yao
Evaluating Ping Qi in the literature [1], this paper supplemented it with the astronomical background of Na

Yin five elements and took the strength of Na Yin five elements into consideration. The prediction of plague
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years in the 60 years as one Jia Zi was updated as Bing Zi,

The year of Yi Mao (2035) will be the next plague year.

further discussed.

Gui Si , Ji Hai,

The Luo Jing Shu’ s 60 years as a cycle was also

Gui Wei, Yi Mao, and Gui Hai.

Key words: Na Yin five elements; Six Yao; Ping Qi; Plague; Epidemic; Predict; Astronomy; physics
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